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El Salvador is the smallest country in Central America that practices a unique and interesting culture. Since birth, a child is taught to adapt to different gender roles. While the wife is tasked to look after the home, the husband is assumed to be the overall breadwinner. Today, the communities are still rooted in the gender-based roles. Increasingly, more women in upper and middle classes have begun to show interest in income-generating jobs. However, they are customarily relegated to support or clerical positions. Never the less, statistics reveal that women numbers are rising in noble professions such as teaching and dentistry. Notably, a nudging question still lingers in the minds of many on when women will transition to businesses. 

During meetings or any gathering, an uncommon norm is observed by the women at all times. Rather than shaking hands, Salvadoran women pat each other on shoulders or the right forearm as greetings. Men to women shake hands during greetings. Surprisingly, the men usually await the women to extend their hands before the actual receptions happen. Additionally, appropriate greetings according to the time of the day are strictly observed. For instance, “Buenos Dias” means good morning while “Buenos Noches” is an evening greeting. 

In numerous ways, El Salvador observes a formal culture whereby only close family and friends have the privilege of using first names. On the other hand, other people refer to each other using a surname preceded by an appropriate honorific title either “senora” or “senor.” When girls are of fifteen years of age, a special birthday celebration is held. Upon invitations to an Ecuadorian home, the visitor is always expected to bring good quality spirits, flowers, imported sweets and pastries for the hosts. Gifts in El Salvador culture are opened immediately they are received, and marigolds and lilies are not advised to be brought since they are used in funerals. In essence, El Salvador culture is extremely hospitable the people observe great respect during socialization. 
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